EARLY  ACHIEVEMENTS                         ig
The fees for the whole course of c Gymnasiums' and Lyceums
were kept very low, so that it was possible to make this type of
school quite popular, while the difficulty of the studies main-
tained the intellectual standard at a rather high level. There,
boys from the richest class met the children of the lower bour-
geoisie; the ' Gymnasiums * and Lyceums were already the schools
par excellence and were contributing to a large extent towards
training the democratic ruling class of Italy. Aristocratic and
rich parents had, of course, other ways of giving instruction to
their children; private teaching at home was still very widespread;
some religious institutions provided education for this class of
youths; and larger financial means were required for children to
be sent to the State boarding-schools (Convitti Nasionali), which
had then, and have always preserved, a rather aristocratic
character. But while it became more and more natural for
people of "all classes to send their children to the State schools,
even in the Convitti Nazionali the privileged pupils came in touch
with others. The Convitti were generally attached to a public
* Gymnasium' and Lyceum, the boarders mixing in the classes
with the day pupils; some of the boarders, moreover, in every
Convitto had obtained State grants and came from the poorer
classes.
The Technical (vocational) Schools of the lower grade {Scuole
Tecniche) had to meet a double need. They had to provide post-
elementary instruction for those children whose parents were
not in a position to keep them at home till they reached about
twenty years of age; on the other hand children who wanted to
qualify for professions requiring a certain amount of specialized
culture were able to receive a more practical and easier instruc-
tion in the three forms of the Technical School which prepared
the way to several sections of the Technical Institute. The
ambiguous character of the Technical Schools was a source of
great difficulty when the attempt was made to adapt them to the
real needs of the children between ten and fourteen years of age.
But it can be considered a great achievement that, when practi-
cally no free or almost free instruction was available after the
inadequate four years' elementary schooling, tens of thousands
of children were able to attend some kind of school for three
more years. The Technical School was almost unknown before
the Lex Casati\ in 1874-75 more than 22,000 pupils attended the
63 State schools of this type and the 241 communal and 19
private schools; most of the children did not go further than the
first or second form, partly because their parents needed to send
them to work, partly because this type of school was too much of a
secondary school and too little of a popular post-elementary one.